	GLOSSARY

	

	Baluster
	Spindles on staircase/landing below handrail
	Lintel
	Small beam over an opening

	Barge Board     
	Sloping board on gable covering ends of roof timbers
	NICEIC
	National Inspection Council for Electrical installation Contracting

	Bell-cast
	Lip formed at the lower edge of render, half bell shaped
	Parapet
	Low wall rising above roof

	Benching
	Sloping concrete around channel in inspection chamber
	Pointing
	Finishing mortar to brick, stone or tile jointing

	Bresumer
	Substantial timber beam (often 2 or more beams)
	Purlin
	Horizontal beam supporting rafters

	Cill (sill)        
	Lowest horizontal part of frame often over brick/stone sill
	Rafter
	Sloping timber extending from eave to ridge of roof

	Coping
	Top of wall usually overhanging to protect from ram
	Render
	Mortar coat applied to walls

	CORGI
	Confederation of Registered Gas installers
	Underfelt
	Felt laid under covering of sloping roof

	Curtilage
	Within the boundaries of the original house
	Sarking
	Pelt or board laid under covering of roof slope

	Dado
	Lower part of wall often formed with a rail
	Sash
	Opening part of window

	Dormer window
	Vertical window in roof slope with its own roof
	Foul sewer
	Underground pipe carrying foul waste

	Drain cock
	Cock at the lowest point for drainage of a water system
	Soakaway
	Generally a large pit filled with gravel to drain rainwater

	Dry rot
	Fungal decay of timber by Serpula Lacrymans. VERY DESTRUCTIVE
	Soaker
	Small flexible metal flashing laid in joint

	Efflorescence
	Presence of salts on surface often from dampness
	Soffit
	Under surface or board fitted to beam, arch, eave etc.

	Fascia board     
	Vertical board at eaves to cover roof timbers and carry gutter
	Soil pipe
	Above ground pipe carrying sewage or waste

	Fillet
	Narrow strip of material laid in a joint to form a covering
	Spalling
	Detachment of exposed brick or render from wall

	Flashing
	Strip of material to cover a joint and make weathertight
	Surface Water Sewer
	Underground pipe carrying rainwater

	Flaunching
	Cement mortar at base of chimney pots
	Stop Tap/Cock
	Tap that turns off water or gas supply

	Flue
	Passage for smoke or fumes
	UPVC
	Unplasticised Polyvinylchloride (PVCu)

	Gable
	Triangular part of end wall of a building with sloping roof
	Valley
	Junction between two roof slopes

	Galvanising     
	Coating of zinc on steel to prevent rusting
	Vapour Barrier
	Cross sheeting to prevent movement of vapour

	Gulley
	Open end of drain incorporating a water trap
	Ventilating Hoods
	Half round covers fitted over pots to prevent rain entering

	Gutter
	Channel for removal of rainwater
	Vent Pipe
	Pipe allowing air in and out of drain system

	Hip
	Edge where two roof slopes meet (and do not form a gable)
	Wall Ties
	Used to provide stability in cavity walls

	Interceptor
	Trap to separate house drain from sewer
	Waste Pipe
	Pipe carrying waste from kitchen sink/sanitary fittings

	Joist
	Horizontal beam supporting floor (or ceiling)
	Wet Rot 
	Fungal decay of timber generally by Coniophora Cerebella

	Lath
	Base for plaster originally split wooden slats, now metal
	Wood Boring Insects
	A general term covering a number of species of insect

whose larvae attack timber


